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Welcome to this GCSE History exam insights event for the 

May/June 2024 exam series.

This session will provide insights and feedback on this summer’s 

exam series. It will focus on the performance of some of the key 

questions in the series and provide analysis to support. The session 

will point out key statistical performance data that may help you with 

planning for the year ahead.

Sam Slater is a head of History, experienced examiner, author, and 

a Pearson GCSE History subject specialist.

Welcome to this Professional Development Course
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In this session we are going to look at:

• the performance of candidates in the May/June 2024 

series

• the variation of candidates’ performances on different 

questions and why performance varies

• the Examiner Reports

• common issues and FAQs

Agenda



Summer 2024 entry data



Total entries (all boards)

• GCSE History continues to be very popular.

• In Summer 2024, over 325,000 students entered for 

GCSE History (Eng/Wales/NI) – an increase of 14,000 

from the previous summer, and 65,000 from first 

assessment in 2018.

GCSE History entries
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• We had 175,261 entries this summer.

• Our entries have increased c.35% since first 

assessment in 2018.

• This is due to increased cohort sizes (c.65 in 2018; c.80 

in 2024) as well as centres switching to Edexcel.
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• Following the feedback received on our Summer 2023 question papers we carried out a review 

and additional checks on all 17 of the Summer 2024 question papers. 

• Our senior examiners and colleagues in the wider Pearson History team reviewed the papers 

with a focus on the clarity of questions, the use of stimulus, and the use of dates in questions.

• We’re aware that many lower-attaining students fail to attempt essay questions, and the main 

purpose of the stimulus should be to give such students more confidence to attempt these 

questions. The review focused on ensuring the stimulus were accessible to a wide range of 

students.

• We will look at how the stimulus points worked this summer, and we will continue with this 

emphasis in future exam series.

• NB The only change to the assessment model in Summer 2024 concerned the stimulus points.

o The Level 2 cap was removed (the cap is unchanged for Levels 3 and 4). This meant 

that students could achieve the top of Level 2 without going beyond aspects prompted 

by the stimulus

o The wording of the cap at Levels 3 and 4 was updated to make the requirement 

clearer to students.

Summer 2024 – review and stimulus points cap



Following this summer’s exams, we ran surveys with 

Edexcel GCSE History teachers and students and the 

feedback was overwhelmingly positive.

Teachers (127 responses)

• 80% of teachers surveyed either strongly agreed

or agreed that overall, they were satisfied with the 

May/June 2024 papers.

• 87% of teachers surveyed either strongly agreed

or agreed that overall, their students were satisfied 

with the May/June 2024 papers.

• 98% of teachers surveyed told us there were 

questions that provided sufficient challenge 

for the most able students.

• The average mark in response to the statement 

on the right was 7.5.

Teacher and student feedback



Following this summer’s exams, we also ran a survey 

with Edexcel GCSE History students, and the 

feedback was overwhelmingly positive.

Students (437 responses)

• 63% of students surveyed either 

strongly agreed or agreed that exam 

questions were clear and easy to 

understand.

• 64% of students surveyed either 

strongly agreed or agreed that exam 

questions gave them a chance to 

show what they had learnt.

Teacher and student feedback



• Medicine continues to be the most popular thematic study, with 60% of entries.

• We were very pleased to see the continued rapid uptake of Migrants in Britain – entries doubled this year, with over 

10,000 entries from 151 centres. We expect further growth next summer.

Paper 1 entries by option

Paper 1 entries, 2024

Crime and Punishment Medicine Warfare Migration



• Early Elizabethan England and Anglo-Saxons and Normans remain the most popular options 

(87% of British depth study entries).

Paper 2B entries by option

Paper 2B entries, 2024

B1 Anglo-Saxons B2 Richard-John B3 Henry VIII B4 Elizabeth I



• Superpower relations and American West account for 97% of Period study entries.

Paper 2P entries by option

Paper 2P entries, 2024

P1 Spain and New World P2 British America P3 American West P4 Cold War P5 Middle East



• Germany continues to dominate.

• Germany and The USA together account for 96% of Modern depth study entries.

Paper 3 entries by option

Paper 3 entries, 2024

Russia 1917-41 Germany 1918-39 China 1945-76 USA 1954-75



• Centres have gravitated towards the more popular topics since 2018, e.g., P4 Superpower relations and B4 Early 

Elizabethan England.

Movement between options since 2018
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Percentage outcomes, 
grade boundaries and 
statistics



• Grade statistics are available on our website:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-statistics.html

• Combined cumulative % outcomes for Edexcel GCSE History over time:

• This shows the return to pre-pandemic grading outcomes.

• Edexcel awarded slightly more at grade 7–9 compared to 2018–19 – this was in line with technical and 

statistical data – the cohort was slightly more able at the top end.

Grading outcomes in 2024

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-statistics.html


The graphs show the cumulative outcomes (left) and outcomes by grade (right) for all boards in England.

Grading outcomes in 2024
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• You can find grade boundaries on our website:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html

• Subject-level grade boundaries are available for each possible combination of topics available.

• This means we can adjust for any difference in level of demand on different options and award grades 

more accurately to reflect student performance, for example:

• Notional paper-level grade boundaries are also available for each paper.

• Paper 2 codes are available via the subject page (here), where we have also provided estimated notional 

grade boundaries for each individual topic (e.g. American West).

Grade boundaries in 2024

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-boundaries.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/subjects/history.updates.html?article=%2Fcontent%2Fdemo%2Fen%2Fnews-policy%2Fsubject-updates%2Fhistory%2Fedexcel-gcse-history-summer-2024-grade-boundaries&pageTypes=


• This Summer’s question papers were found to be more accessible to students, particularly at grade 4. 

Mean marks were up across several options compared to Summer 2023.

• When viewing grade boundaries from this summer, teachers may therefore notice that some grade 

boundaries are higher in Summer 2024 compared to last year.

• It is important to understand that increased grade boundaries mean that students have been able to 

access more of the marks on a paper.

• These tables show estimated average grade boundaries at key grade points for selected exam boards.

• Grade boundaries can very each year depending on how question papers perform.

Grade boundaries in 2024



• The table below shows mean marks on the most popular options on Papers 1 and 3 (the 52-mark papers). 

The global averages were all up in 2024 compared to 2023, reflecting the improvements made to the 

student experience. Lower-attaining students find Paper 1 particularly accessible.

Mean mark trends in 2024

Paper 1 and Paper 3

Option (year) / 52 marks
Global avge

Grade 9 

est. avge

Grade 7 

est. avge

Grade 4 

est. avge

Grade 1 

est. avge

Crime (2023) 27.92 45.4 37.2 26.9 12.2

Crime (2024) 30.35 46.8 39.4 29.8 13.9

Medicine (2023) 28.88 45.9 37.9 27.6 13.7

Medicine (2024) 30.29 46.9 40.2 29.8 12.9

Germany (2023) 25.79 45.9 36.5 24.2 6.7

Germany (2024) 29.56 47.0 40.0 28.8 9.4

USA (2023) 27.58 46.0 37.8 26.4 7.0

USA (2024) 29.16 46.4 39.1 28.3 10.3



• The table below shows estimated mean marks on the most popular options on Papers 2B and 2P (the 32-

mark components). Generally, students perform slightly better on the British depth than the Period study.

• American West students found the paper this summer much more accessible, but many lower-attaining 

Superpower relations students found theirs more challenging and we’ll review this carefully.

Mean mark trends in 2024

Paper 2

Option (year) / 32 marks
Global avge

Grade 9 

est. avge

Grade 7 

est. avge

Grade 4 

est. avge

Grade 1 

est. avge

A-S & Normans (2023) 15.04 28.6 23.0 14.0 3.2

A-S & Normans (2024) 16.21 28.6 23.7 15.6 4.2

Elizabeth (2023) 16.58 28.8 23.9 15.6 3.7

Elizabeth (2024) 16.18 27.7 22.7 15.4 4.6

American West 2023) 14.57 28.5 22.5 13.4 2.7

American West (2024) 17.52 29.5 25.0 16.9 4.7

Superpower relations (2023) 14.78 29.9 24.5 12.1 0.9

Superpower relations (2024) 13.71 29.6 23.2 10.7 0.9



• The bar charts below exemplify the impact of removing the stimulus cap at the top of Level 2:

Mark distribution in 2024 – removal of Level 2 stimulus cap
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Mark distribution in 2024 – zero marks

• There was some reduction in the proportion of students being awarded zero marks across a range of questions in 2024 

compared to previous series. 

• The bar charts show the 12-mark Explain why questions: 11% in 2018–23 vs 7% in 2024.
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• ResultsPlus is our free results analysis tool which lets you analyse your students' results from the 

summer series: https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/ResultsPlus.html  

• Use your Edexcel Online account to log in – ask your Exams Officer to grant you ResultsPlus access if 

you don't currently have it. 

• We create a global data spreadsheet for each series with the data tidied up. Look under the Guide 

dropdown on the GCSE History Teaching and learning materials tab.

• Use our free Access to Scripts service to view your students' marked exam scripts:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/access-to-scripts.html

• The service is available from results day until 13 December 2024.

• This case study with a GCSE History centre offers ways you can use Access to Scripts.

ResultsPlus and Access to Scripts

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/ResultsPlus.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/edexcel-online.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/access-to-scripts.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/Teaching-and-learning-materials/GCSE-History-Access-to-scripts-South-Bank-case-study.pdf


Senior Examiner feedback, 
May/June 2024 exam series



• Most of the exemplars in this presentation are extracts; they’re provided in full in the delegate booklet.

• They are all ‘new’ exemplars, i.e. not taken from the Principal Examiner Reports.

• There isn’t time in this session to provide exemplars from all 17 available options, but most have at least 

one exemplar included in this insights event.

• Please refer to the relevant reports (here), where there are exemplar student answers with examiner 

comments for every question on every option.

 

• The PE reports are padlocked for one year – use your Edexcel Online login account to access them.

Delegate booklet / Principal Examiner Reports

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/edexcel-online.html


Questions targeting 

AO1 knowledge 

and understanding



• The ‘Describe two key features’ question is worth 4 marks. It assesses AO1 knowledge and understanding 

on its own. 

• It appears in two places: Paper 1 Historic Environment Q1 and Paper 2 British depth study Q1a.

• It is a points-based mark scheme: 1 mark for the feature that is identified and 1 mark for additional 

information.

• Students should ensure that the additional information they provide is linked to the feature they have 

identified.

• The focus can be drawn from any part of the specification, so candidates should have some knowledge 

about all key topics.

• These questions were generally well done. Few answers took more than the allocated answer space.

Key features – knowledge and understanding

Centres are reminded that, from 2025 onwards, Question 1 on both these papers will ask for one key 
feature on each of two topics (Q1a and Q1b).



Key features – exemplar answer 1

The first feature names the Carrel-

Dakin method as a new way of treating 

wounds and provides information about 

what this involves. 

The second feature names wound 

excision as a new method of treating 

wounds and also provides additional 

information.

Both are valid points with accurate and 

relevant supporting detail, so this 

answer scores 4 marks.



Key features – exemplar answer 2

The first feature identifies a valid 

aspect of education – that it was 

dependent on gender. Some additional 

information is added, that boys always 

received a better education.

The second feature is about Queen 

Elizabeth; it is not a feature of 

education in early Elizabethan 

England.

This answer received 2 marks.



Questions targeting 

AO1 knowledge and 

understanding and 

AO2 analysis



• The ‘Explain why’ causation question is worth 12 marks, and assesses AO1 knowledge and 

understanding, and AO2 analysis. 

• ‘Explain why’ appears in three places: Paper 1 Q4, Paper 2B Q1b (Q2 from 2025), and Paper 3 Q2.

• The mark scheme weights the two AOs equally.

• Students do not need to use the stimulus points, but they are intended to indicate aspects of content that 

could be included. The cap at the top of Level 2 has been removed, but it still applies at the top of Level 3 

and for access to Level 4. This cap requires high-level answers to cover three aspects of content. Notice 

that an aspect of content is not the same as a cause or factor.

• There were few blank answers or Level 1 responses, with many students reaching Level 2 by showing 

good knowledge of the topic, even if there was limited analysis. 

• Examiner reports say that students have shown confidence in structuring their answers, and a pleasing 

number of answers reached Level 3 or Level 4, demonstrating good analysis, with a clear focus on the 

question and supported by good knowledge.

Explain why – causation

Centres are reminded that, from 2025 onwards, students will be given a choice of two 
Explain why questions on Paper 3 options (Russia, Germany, China, USA): Q2a or Q2b.



• The ‘Judgement essay’ question is worth 16 marks, and assesses AO1 knowledge and understanding, 

and AO2 analysis with evaluation. It appears in two places: Paper 1 Q5/6, and Paper 2B Q1ci/ii (Q3/4 from 

2025). The mark scheme is identical to that for the 12-mark question but with an additional 4 marks 

available in AO2 for judgement.

• The second-order concept(s) assessed in any question may be: causation, consequence, change, change 

and continuity, similarity and difference, and significance.

• The question asks students ‘how far’ they agree with the statement in the question. In order to make a 

judgement, students need to evaluate the statement by considering the evidence for and against it; even if 

they agree completely, they should consider points against it or other possible views and explain why they 

do not agree with the alternative.

• A common approach is to examine one side of the issue, then the other, and to make a judgement in the 

final paragraph. However, in the best answers, the judgement runs throughout the answer, shown through 

comments such as ‘the most important aspect…’, ‘strong evidence for…’, ‘less significant…’, etc.

• The points made about performance in answers to the 12-mark causation questions also apply here. 

• The following extracts illustrate the strengths and weaknesses of answers seen this year. They have been 

annotated; the full answers are in the delegate booklet so that you can study them at a later point.

Judgement essays – second-order concepts



Judgement essays – mark scheme



Judgement essays – exemplar answer 3

This Migration question asks whether the development of trade was the most important impact made by 

migrants in England in the years c800–c1500.

The stimulus point of ‘the Viking city of York’ reminds candidates of an aspect of content that could be used 

to discuss trade, while the other stimulus point of ‘Norman castles and churches’ suggests an alternative 

impact on the built environment.



Judgement essays – exemplar answer 3 (extract)

AO2 Level 4 analysis showing the 

impact on trade but also incorporating  

judgement that this was significant as it 

affected various groups in society and 

was long-lasting.

AO1 precise detail. This, and the rest of 

the answer, is Level 4.

The answer received 16 marks (with an 

additional 4 marks for SPaG).



Judgement essays – exemplar answer 4

This Early Elizabethan England question asks whether the most significant challenge to Elizabeth I’s 

religious settlement, in the years 1558–68, was from English Catholics.

The stimulus point of ‘recusancy fines for not attending church’ indicates a challenge from Catholics to the 

religious settlement, and the second stimulus point indicates an alternative group that challenged it.



Judgement essays – exemplar answer 4 (extract)

This identifies a reason why Catholics 

might challenge Elizabeth’s religious 

settlement. There is limited and implicit 

analysis, which begins to explain the 

Catholic challenge to the religious 

settlement, but it is not explaining the 

nature of that challenge or assessing 

how significant that challenge was. 

AO2 Level 2.

There is a description of the situation of 

Catholics in England at the time of 

Elizabeth’s religious settlement. It is 

mainly accurate and has some relevance 

to the topic but lacks focus and precise 

details. AO1 Level 2.

This answer was awarded 8 marks.



• Question 3 in the Thematic Study always asks students to identify a similarity or a difference between two 

different periods.

• The clearest answers state the similarity/difference at the start of the answer and then provide details from 

each period to support the statement.

• It is not enough to provide details from one period and say the other was similar (or different); the similarity 

(or difference) needs to be demonstrated.

• Most candidates provide supporting details from each period when they are asked about a difference, but 

they often fail to do so when asked about a similarity and this limits the rewardable content.

Similarity and difference



Similarity and difference – exemplar answer 5

The difference between the treatment of 

witchcraft in the two periods  is clear – it 

has changed from witchcraft being 

punished by death to a simple fine. 

AO2 Level 2.

Additional detail is provided to explain 

why witchcraft was punished so severely 

in the earlier period and less severely in 

the later period. AO1 Level 2.

This answer received 4 marks.



Similarity and difference – exemplar answer 6

A difference between the fighting in the 

two case studies is implied by the 

comparison between the weapons. 

However, it is not clear whether the 

comparison is between the level of 

technology or the weapons and their 

destructive power. Furthermore, neither 

of these points is explicit about the 

fighting. AO2 Level 1.

There is a brief reference to specific 

weapons used at the Battle of Waterloo 

and in the Iraq War. AO1 remains at 

Level 1, as there are no details about 

fighting at Waterloo.

This answer received 2 marks.



• The Thematic studies focus on change and continuity over broad periods of time. This involves ideas such as progress 

and stagnation but also concepts such as causation, consequence, and significance.

• Generally, students were well prepared for this paper both in terms of knowledge and in knowing what each question 

expects. However, students sometimes limit the relevance of their responses by writing about events outside the period 

in the question.

• It is essential that students recognise terms such as medieval or modern (1900–present in the specification) and 

understand centuries (e.g., that the nineteenth century means dates from 1800–1899).

• They should be aware of the key themes running throughout the specification, e.g., ideas about the cause of disease 

(Medicine), and key factors such as the role of government in all four options. 

• Each option has key ideas, such as developments in law enforcement (Crime), the difference between prevention and 

treatment (Medicine), the composition of the army (Warfare), and the impact of migrants (Migration).

Thematic study – key takeaways

Medicine, 2024 Global avge Grade 9 avge Grade 7 avge Grade 4 avge Grade 1 avge

Q3 similarity/difference (4m) 2.58 3.55 3.16 2.60 1.41

Q4 explain why (12m) 7.15 10.99 9.57 7.26 2.32

Q5 judgement essay (16m) 9.16 14.59 12.45 8.54 2.57

Q6 judgement essay (16m) 9.32 14.51 12.15 8.81 3.34



• All the questions in the Period study look at aspects of consequence.

• In Question 1, students are asked to identify two consequences of an event or development.

• It is important to recognise that a consequence is something that happened as a result of an event or 

development, not simply something that happened afterwards.

• Answers here need to explain that link, as well as providing relevant supporting details.

Period study – Q1 consequence

Centres are reminded that, from 2025 onwards, Question 1 of the Period study will ask for one 
consequence on each of two topics (Q1a and Q1b).



Q1 Consequence – exemplar answer 7 (extract)

The answer explains how President 

Sadat’s visit to Israel led to a series of 

events which all improved relations 

between Egypt and Israel. AO2 Level 2.

The details of each stage of improved 

relations and what the two sides agreed, 

are used to support the analysis. 

AO1 Level 2.

This answer received 4 marks.



• This is Question 2 on the Period study paper. Answers should produce a narrative of events or 

developments with an analysis which shows how they collectively led to an outcome.

• Therefore, key elements here are the links between the separate points, and the sense that events or 

developments culminated in the end result.

• Stimulus points can indicate a starting point, a key event or an end point. As with other stimulus points, 

candidates do not need to use them but again there is the expectation at the highest level that three 

aspects of content will be covered.

• Problems arise because candidates do not always recognise the dates in the question and write outside 

the date range.

• Also, some candidates treat this as an analytical question and write three, unconnected paragraphs, 

discussing factors or events.

Period study – Q2 narrative analysis

Narrative analysis, 2024 Global avge Grade 9 avge Grade 7 avge Grade 4 avge Grade 1 avge

American West (8m) 4.41 7.34 6.34 4.35 0.96

Superpower relations (8m) 3.60 7.52 6.01 2.92 0.24



Period study – Q2 narrative analysis mark scheme



Q2 Narrative analysis – exemplar answer 8 (extract)

Using words like ‘initially’ and including the 

date of Gorbachev speaking at the UN creates 

a clear sense of chronology. The phrase ‘the 

new thinking showed the world’ also indicates 

how one event led to another.

The next section of the answer begins, ‘This 

new thinking led to a series of conferences…’  

and the final section starts, ‘Lastly, in 1991…’ 

showing that the narrative covers the whole 

period. AO2 Level 3.

Details of Gorbachev’s policies provide 

support for the explanation of how events 

unfolded. This, and the rest of the answer, is 

AO1 Level 3.

This answer received 8 marks.



Q2 Narrative analysis – exemplar answer 9 (extract)

This shows a sense of narrative with 

basic chronology.

This is AO2 Level 2.

The supporting detail is generalised but 

mainly correct.

This, and the rest of the answer, is AO1, 

Level 2.

This answer received 4 marks.



• All the Period study questions focus on an aspect of consequence or include aspects of the aftermath of 

events or developments. Question 3 assesses an understanding of the impact of an event or development 

– what difference did it make.

• However, the question is not about the general importance of the event or development. The question is 

tightly focused, asking about its impact on another event, development or aspect of society. For 

convenience sake, this can be summarised as ‘the importance of X for Y’.

• Explaining what difference X made to Y is a key way to achieve Level 3. Answers which simply explain 

X’s importance will not progress beyond Level 2.

• However, answers which offer detailed discussions of Y are also not recognising the focus of the question. 

The points being made about what or how much Y changed must be shown to be a result of X.

• It should also be noted that sometimes a valid answer is that X had little or negative effect on Y, as long as 

this can be supported with relevant details.

Period study – Q3 importance of X for Y

Importance of x for y, 2024 Global avge Grade 9 avge Grade 7 avge Grade 4 avge Grade 1 avge

American West answer 1 (8m) 4.30 7.40 6.16 4.14 1.07

American West answer 2 (8m) 3.53 7.12 5.50 3.19 0.48



The following examples illustrate the strengths and weaknesses seen in answers:

• Exemplar 10 – The importance of the railroad network for the cattle industry (American West). 

• Exemplar 11 – The importance of the Declaration of Independence (1776) for the revolution in the 

American colonies (British America).

Period study – Q3 mark scheme



Q3 importance – exemplar answer 10 (extract)

This is AO2 Level 3 as it is clearly focused on 

the difference that railroads made to the cattle 

industry: increased profits.

Precise details are provided to support the 

analysis. AO1 Level 3.

In the second paragraph, the answer goes on 

to explain the importance to cattle ranchers of 

Abilene as a cow town.

This answer received 8 marks.



Q3 importance – exemplar answer 11 (extract)

This shows some analysis of the moves 

to revolution and independence but there 

is no focus on the importance of the 

Declaration of Independence. 

AO2 Level 2.

Valid details are provided about the 

situation. AO1 Level 2.

This answer received 3 marks (low L2).



Questions targeting 

AO3 sources



• The source utility question is worth 8 marks, and assesses AO3 source evaluation. 

• Source utility appears in two places: Paper 1 Historic Environment Q2a, and Paper 3 Q3a, as the first part 

of the enquiry package.

• The sources involved are always contemporary (primary) sources and may be written or visual.

• Many answers offer detailed comments about the source content and/or the provenance but cannot move 

beyond mid-Level 2 without including contextual knowledge. 

• At Level 3, contextual knowledge should not be presented as additional information but integrated into 

other comments, for example confirming or challenging the content of the source, providing detail about 

the provenance to show why the date/author is significant, explaining whether a source is representative 

of the wider situation, etc.

• The two sources should be evaluated separately – there are no marks available for a comparison of their 

usefulness.

• The best answers make clear the criteria being used to form a judgement about the source’s usefulness. 

This could be because the source is reliable, it provides insight into people’s attitudes, it covers a wide 

timescale or is about important individuals/events etc.

Source utility 



Source utility – mark scheme / China Source B



Source utility – exemplar answer 12 (extract)

The answer identifies key elements of the 

image – a barefoot doctor, two village elders, 

and medication in the bag. It then summarises 

the useful elements of the content.

Contextual knowledge is integrated into the 

answer, showing knowledge of Mao’s health 

reforms.

Recognises that a poster from the government 

is likely to be unreliable but also that this 

provides additional value because it offers 

some insight into government policies. 

This answer (Sources B and C) received 8 

marks.



• Comments that a source is reliable because it is from the time, that it is accurate because it is a 

photograph, that it may be exaggerated because it is a newspaper, are all generic answers, that could 

apply to any source and are Level 1 responses. 

• Too many answers dismiss sources, saying they are biased. These answers need to provide support for 

this comment, e.g., examples of loaded language, but they also need to think more carefully about how 

this affects the usefulness of the source. 

Source evaluation, reliability 

• A biased account can be useful evidence of what people 

thought, how the author wanted to present themselves, or 

the values of society. 

• A photograph should not be dismissed because it might be 

staged – this again provides useful insight into the purpose 

of the photograph and the answer should consider who was 

the intended audience.



• Students should also take note of everything in the source attribution. 

• For example, from the Warfare paper:

Source evaluation, reliability 

However, many students suggested the photograph was 

unreliable because it was government propaganda. 

Many students focused on the time gap and suggested the 

account was unreliable because the author would have 

forgotten details; this ignored the point that the account was 

based on the diary Simmons had written at the time. 



Source inference – exemplar answer 13

Insert q1 and Source A from Paper 30

• Many candidates scored the full 4 marks on this Paper 3 question. 

• They have understood that the inference must be linked to the 

enquiry in the question and needs to be supported by details from 

the source rather than from their own knowledge.



• Answers to this Paper 1 question should show an 

understanding of the early stages of the historian’s work.

• In the first two parts of the answer, the candidate 

identifies a detail to be followed up as part of a larger 

enquiry and suggests an appropriate question that 

would provide an appropriate line of research.

• The proposed question should relate to the broader 

enquiry in the question rather than follow up an 

individual detail in the source.

• Marks can be given for each of these parts of the 

answer.

Source enquiry follow-up question



• Part 3 should identify an appropriate source.

• Part 4 explains what sort of information that source 

might contain that would help to answer the proposed 

question.

• The source should be as specific as possible. Generic 

sources, e.g., newspapers, diaries, government 

records, army records, etc., are too broad to be suitable 

but they can be validated in Part 4 if the explanation is 

specific.

• The source should be something likely to already exist, 

not something the historian could create, for example a 

newspaper article containing an interview from the time 

is acceptable, but the suggestion that the historian 

should conduct an interview is not. Therefore, students 

should be familiar with the types of sources available 

for their Historic Environment. 

Source enquiry follow-up question



Source enquiry follow-up example



Source enquiry follow up – exemplar answer 14

Source B describes the actions of rescuers trying 

to free people who were trapped under rubble.

A valid detail is identified in Part 1 and the 

proposed question in Part 2 is an appropriate 

follow-up question that would relate to the wider 

enquiry in the question. 

Part 3 of the answer suggests sources of 

information, which are broad and not very specific.

Part 4 of this answer does not explain how the 

information such sources might contain would 

answer the proposed question. The comment that 

these sources would show the conditions families 

lived in is not relevant to an enquiry about the 

difficulties in dealing with the effects of German 

attacks.

This answer received 2 marks.



Source questions – average marks

2024 Global avge Grade 9 avge Grade 7 avge Grade 4 avge Grade 1 avge

Medicine source utility (8m) 4.43 6.92 5.63 4.15 2.62

Medicine follow-up enquiry (4m) 2.24 3.30 2.78 2.17 1.36

Germany source inference (4m) 2.95 3.62 3.37 3.01 2.02

Germany source utility (8m) 4.57 7.16 5.97 4.43 1.75

• The table below shows average marks on the various source questions for Medicine and Germany in 

May/June 2024. (The patterns are similar on the other Paper 1 and Paper 3 options.) 

• On source utility, grade 9 students were mid-high Level 3, grade 7 students were borderline Level 2/3, 

grade 4 students were mid-high Level 2, and grade 1 students high Level 1.

• Performance on the follow-up enquiry has improved since 2018.



Questions targeting 

AO4 interpretations



Paper 3 Question 3 – the enquiry package

• The enquiry ‘package’ in Paper 3 looks at the later stages of the historian’s work.

• We’ve looked at Q3a source utility (AO3) – students analyse the strengths and weaknesses of sources, 

and this prepares them to look at how historians build their interpretations.

Q3a: source 

utility

Q3b: how 

interpretations 

differ

Q3c: why 

interpretations 

differ

Q3d: 

interpretations 

essay



Question 3b – how interpretations differ

• Question 3a leads the candidates to think about the strengths and weaknesses of sources (source utility) 

and in Question 3b to recognise that historians may validly reach different conclusions (possibly linked to 

the sources consulted or the focus of the research).

• Top marks in this question require explicit reference to the Interpretations – the mark scheme for Level 2 

states:

The interpretations are analysed and a key difference of view is identified and supported from them.

• Many candidates scored the full 4 marks on Question 3b.

• Where answers failed to score 4 marks, the common problems were:

• Identifying the difference between the Interpretations but not supporting the explanation by referring to 

details from each Interpretation.

• Summarising the view in each Interpretation but not explicitly identifying the difference.

• A few answers wrote about the Sources instead of the Interpretations.



Question 3c – why interpretations differ

• Question 3c is aimed at helping students to realise that historians can validly reach different conclusions.

• Many candidates scored 4 marks by explaining that the authors of the Interpretations placed weight on 

different sources. For full marks, this needs an explanation of the link between the Interpretations and 

Sources, and this must be supported with references to each Interpretation and each Source. 

• Some answers explained that the authors had a different focus, for example looking at political, social, or 

economic issues, different periods, or different groups in society. How this focus led to different views in 

the Interpretations must be explained and supported – it is not enough to say the authors have focused 

on different things and repeat the difference identified in Question 3b.

• A few explained that the authors were intentionally writing from different perspectives, for example 

attempting to explain success or failure; again, this must be supported from the Interpretations.

• The suggestion that the difference can be accounted for by considering the date it was produced, or the 

nationality of the author, is not valid, and no marks can be given for answers assuming the authors were 

writing from their own experiences.



Question 3c – why interpretations differ

• The key point here is the recognition that the authors have chosen to present their information in a way 

that creates a certain impression. The reason suggested must be supported from the Interpretations.

• Level 2 of the mark scheme says:

• An explanation of a reason for difference is given, analysing the interpretations. The explanation is 

substantiated effectively.

• This means that whichever approach is used, explicit references to both Interpretations must be used to 

support the explanation.

• The table below shows how the average marks dip for Q3c compared to Q3b, even to an extent among 

higher-attaining students. (The pattern is very similar on the other three Paper 3 options.)

Germany (2024) Global avge Grade 9 avge Grade 7 avge Grade 4 avge Grade 1 avge

Q3b how interps differ (4m) 3.17 3.92 3.77 3.35 1.45

Q3c why interps differ (4m) 1.94 3.75 3.10 1.65 0.21



Why interpretations differ – exemplar answer 15

This answer uses quotations from the 

Interpretations and links them to 

quotations from the Sources in order to 

explain that the difference in the views of 

the historians is because they have given 

weight to different sources.

It received 4 marks. 



Question 3d – Interpretations essay

• Question 3d is the culmination of the enquiry package in Question 3.

• Candidates have already identified that there are two valid interpretations and are now asked how 

convincing they find Interpretation 2.

• There are three key strands in the mark scheme which contribute to the judgement about Interpretation 2. 

Level 4 states:

Answer provides an explained evaluation reviewing the alternative views in coming to a substantiated 

judgement. Precise analysis of the interpretations is shown, indicating how the differences of view 

are conveyed and deploying this material to support the evaluation. Relevant contextual knowledge 

is precisely selected to support the evaluation. An overall judgment is justified and the line of 

reasoning is coherent, sustained and logically structured. 



Question 3d – Interpretations essay

• Good answers identify the overall thrust of Interpretation 2 and examine the details that combine to 

create that view. Contextual knowledge is interwoven into this, confirming or challenging these details.

• Interpretation 1 should also be analysed – either used to challenge Interpretation 2 or examined 

independently.

• The most common mistake here is to use the Interpretations as a springboard for an essay offering the 

candidate’s own judgement on the enquiry – there are no marks available for AO1 or AO2.

• A second, common mistake, is to omit contextual knowledge and to present the details from the 

Interpretations as evidence that the Interpretation is correct, or to simply state that they know these 

details are true.

• Contextual knowledge is a strand within the mark scheme, but it must be linked to the evaluation of the 

Interpretations rather than being offered as an answer to the enquiry or as a stand-alone section of 

information.



Question 3d – room for improvement

• Every level of the mark scheme focuses on the Interpretations. Therefore, an answer where the student 

offers their own views on the enquiry can be credited for relevant contextual knowledge but cannot 

progress very far as the knowledge should be used in the evaluation of Interpretation 2 and the answer is 

not addressing the other strands of the mark scheme. 

• Furthermore, except for Level 1, every level of the mark scheme refers to Interpretations and student 

who only refer to one Interpretation are again limiting their mark.

• Students often use the Interpretations as stimulus points for an answer presenting their own views, 

making a statement about the Interpretation before including a lengthy section of own knowledge.

• Sometimes, they treat the Interpretations as sources and try to evaluate them for reliability.

• The table below shows how the average marks for Germany Q3d compared to Medicine Q6 – SPaG 

marks not included. (The pattern is similar across the Paper 1 and Paper 3 options.)

2024 Global avge mark Grade 9 avge mark Grade 7 avge mark Grade 4 avge mark

Medicine Q6 (AO1/2) 9.32 14.51 12.15 8.81

Germany Q3d (AO4) 7.54 13.66 10.94 7.15



Question 3d – mark scheme



Question 3d – Interpretations essay example

(d) How far do you agree with 

Interpretation 2 about Nazi 

methods of controlling the 

German people in the years 

1933–39?

Explain your answer, using 

both interpretations and your 

knowledge of the historical 

context.



Question 3d – exemplar answer 16 (extract)

There is a clear focus on the overall view being 

evaluated.

Specific references to details within the 

Interpretation.

Precise contextual knowledge is used to 

evaluate the Interpretation.



Question 3d – exemplar answer 16 (extract), cont’d

There is a clear focus on the overall view 

being evaluated.

Precise contextual knowledge is used to 

evaluate the Interpretation.

This extract shows good evaluation of 

Interpretation 2. There are regular 

references to the content of Interpretation 2 

and precise details from contextual 

knowledge are used to both confirm and 

challenge the view offered in the 

Interpretation.



Question 3d – evaluating the interpretations

• Most students understand that the Q3d mark scheme requires them to evaluate Interpretation 2, analyse 

both Interpretations and, at Levels 3 and 4, indicate the difference in the Interpretations.

• Consequently, the best responses remained focused on the Interpretations throughout the answer. 

• Examiners can sometimes identify details from the Interpretations being used, but if this is presented as 

the student’s own knowledge, it cannot be credited as analysis of the Interpretations. Higher-level 

responses make regular references to details within the Interpretations.

• When the answer discusses Interpretation 2, then Interpretation 1, before offering a judgement, there is a 

risk that the student shows little sense of evaluation until the end. 

• Higher-level responses identify how the authors created different impressions by their choice of language, 

tone, emphasis, selection or omission of details, etc. This was seen in comments such as ‘details in the 

Interpretation are all positive’, ’the language is entirely negative’, and ‘this Interpretation has a more 

balanced view as it mentions both positive and negative aspects’.



Question 3d – command word guidance

• On the Edexcel website, there’s a 

zipped file containing student-

friendly guidance on command 

words, stimulus points and 

approaches to each question 

type.

• Download the zipped file here.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/Teaching-and-learning-materials/pearson-edexcel-gcse-history-command-words.zip


• This presentation has highlighted key features of strong and less strong 

answers.

• More detailed and paper-specific commentaries are provided through the 

Examiner Reports (here) written by the Principal Examiner on each paper.

• These reports also contain exemplar student answers with examiner 

commentaries.

• An excellent way to gain further insight into the application of the mark schemes 

is to become an examiner. The guidance from senior examiners, together with 

the range of answers seen by examiners, develops your understanding of the 

mark scheme and your confidence in applying it.

• You can find out more about becoming an examiner with Pearson at: 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-for-you/assessment-

associates/vacancies/working-with-us.html 

Examiner Reports

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/history-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-for-you/assessment-associates/vacancies/working-with-us.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-for-you/assessment-associates/vacancies/working-with-us.html


Changes for 2025 and 2026



Improving the student experience



• Under the Guide dropdown on the Teaching and 

learning materials tab:

• https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/

pdf/GCSE/History/2016/Teaching-and-learning-

materials/gcse-history-changes-for-2025-and-

2026-summary-guidance.pdf

• Tables summarising the language, assessment 

and content amends

• Links out to more detailed guidance

• Publishers have been notified

There’s nothing new – everything has been 

previously announced!

Summary guidance on changes for 2025 and 2026

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/Teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-history-changes-for-2025-and-2026-summary-guidance.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/Teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-history-changes-for-2025-and-2026-summary-guidance.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/Teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-history-changes-for-2025-and-2026-summary-guidance.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/Teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-history-changes-for-2025-and-2026-summary-guidance.pdf


Support and training



• This document is a useful ‘cheat sheet’ to help you find 

support materials on the Edexcel website:

• https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/

History/2016/Teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-history-

support-materials-details-and-links.pdf

• It’s updated whenever new materials are released – best 

thing to do is to bookmark the file.

Finding things on our website

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/Teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-history-support-materials-details-and-links.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/Teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-history-support-materials-details-and-links.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/Teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-history-support-materials-details-and-links.pdf


• Summary guidance on 2025 and 2026 changes

• Minor erratum on Germany key topic 3

• New mock papers (adapted from 2024 papers)

• Updated 2026 content changes FAQs

• Updated Getting Started Guide

• Results Plus global data for 2024 series

• Updated topic booklets – due October

• Updated paper guides – due October

• Updated knowledge boosters – due October

• New Crime knowledge booster – due November

• New History topics of the month – Anne Lister, Zitkala-Sa, Millie Francis

• Student-friendly guidance on command words and stimulus points

New and updated support materials

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/Teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-history-changes-for-2025-and-2026-summary-guidance.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/specification-and-sample-assessments/gcse-history-specification-issue-6-germany-erratum.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/secure/silver/all-uk-and-international/gcse/history/2016/teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-history-mock-papers-2024_@_zip?402243045859181
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/Teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-history-2026-content-changes-faqs.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/Teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-history-9-1-getting-started-teachers-guide.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/secure/silver/all-uk-and-international/gcse/history/2016/teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-history-june-2024-results-plus-data_@_xlsx?468747472061741
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/History/2016/Teaching-and-learning-materials/pearson-edexcel-gcse-history-command-words.zip


• New mock papers have been created (and padlocked) to use with your students this winter.

• They are adapted from the Summer 2024 papers to meet the new 2025 assessment model.

• Mark schemes also provided.

• The mock papers are being added to the paid-for Mocks Service. Find out more about the service here.

New mock papers and Mocks Service

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/secure/silver/all-uk-and-international/gcse/history/2016/teaching-and-learning-materials/gcse-history-mock-papers-2024_@_zip?402243045859181
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/pearson-edexcel-mocks-service?_ga=2.7787890.1538527434.1725868100-69851845.1723800925


• Marking training – refresh understanding of the assessment model, practice marking student exemplars, 

address common issues and FAQs

• Paper 1 – Wednesday 27 November, 16.00–17.30

• Paper 2 – Tuesday 3 December, 16.00–17.30

• Paper 3 – Wednesday 11 December, 16.00–17.30

• Sources and interpretations – early 2025, date tbc

• Updated student walkthroughs – spring 2025

• Find and book training events on Pearson’s Professional Development Academy

Upcoming training

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/


• The new Labour government has commissioned an independent review, chaired by Professor Becky 

Francis into curriculum and assessment.

• The review will cover Key stages 1–5, and will focus on the key challenges to attainment for young 

people, especially those who are economically disadvantaged, or with special education needs or 

disabilities.

• The announcement can be read here: https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-launches-

curriculum-and-assessment-review 

• The review aims, terms of reference and working principles can be read here. 

• Interim report due early 2025.

• Final review with recommendations in Autumn 2025.

Curriculum and assessment review

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-launches-curriculum-and-assessment-review
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-launches-curriculum-and-assessment-review
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6699698f49b9c0597fdb0010/Curriculum_and_assessment_review_-_aims_terms_of_reference_and_working_principles.pdf


89

In this session we looked at the following objectives:

• the performance of candidates in the May/June 

2024 series

• the variation of candidates’ performances on 

different questions and why performance varies

• the Examiner reports

• common issues and FAQs

GCSE History insights on May/June 2024



Subject Advisor Support

Our subject advisors are experts in their fields and 

are here to support you throughout the year.

Find the Subject Advisor for your area here and sign 

up to receive regular updates from your Subject 

Advisor on qualification news and support for your 

subject here.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-for-you/subject-advisors.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html


Find out more
 

For more professional development 

courses please see Pearson’s 

Professional Development Academy

https://pdacademy.pearson.com/


Your Feedback 
Matters

Following this event, you will receive an 

invitation to share your thoughts about 

the session. Your feedback is invaluable 

to us, as it helps us tailor our 

professional development materials to 

better meet your needs. Please don’t 

hesitate to let us know what you’d like to 

see more of and what areas you think 

could be improved.
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